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a metaphor for the unforeseen consequences of even our most ordinary actions.".No one in Junior's circles seemed to care about the crisis in American music. He

supposed he had a greater awareness of injustice than did most people..So burning with anger was he that his car, by direct thermal transmission from his hands upon the

wheel, should have been glowing cherry red in the January night, should have been scorching tunnels of clear dry air through the cold fog. Rancor, virulence, acrimony,

vehemence: All words learned for the purpose of self-improvement were useless to him now, because none adequately conveyed the merest minimum of his anger, which

swelled as vast and molten as the sun, far more formidable than his assiduously enhanced vocabulary..thickened with the odors of antiseptics and blood, until breathing

required an effort..At 3:22 in the morning, December 13, following a busy day of conducting ghost research, seeking Bartholomews in a telephone book, and working on his

needlepoint, Junior awakened to singing. A single voice. No instrumental accompaniment. A woman..From the moment the girl was admitted on the evening of January 5,

the nurses at St. Mary's Hospital in San Francisco called her Phimie, too, not because they knew her well enough to love her, but because that was the name they heard

Celestina use..They could be patient. Their self-denial and sweet anticipation ensured that their lovemaking, when at last they were able safely to indulge, would be

shattering in its intensity, like the coupling of mortals raised to the status of demigods by virtue of their passion, its power and purity.."What are you strongest in?".The heavy

hand would come down on his shoulder, he would be spun around against his will, and there before him would be those nailhead eyes, the port-wine stain, facial bones

crushed by a bludgeon.....To buy as much time as possible while Enoch Cain's assault was still fresh in Celestina's mind, Tom proposed that they remain hidden away for

another two weeks, unless the killer was apprehended sooner. "Then if you go to Wally's house from here, you'll want to install the best alarm system you can get, and you

should lead a restricted life for quite a while, even hire security if you can afford it. The smartest thing would be to move out of San Francisco as soon as Wally's recovered.

He retired young, right? And a painter can paint anywhere. Sell the properties here, start over somewhere else, and make the move in such a way that you can't be easily

traced. I can help you work that out.".I know what you're thinking," her mother said, reaching across the table and placing one hand over Celestina's. "I know how useless

you feel, how helpless, how small, but you must remember this . . ..Those ominous words again, turning through his memory, reel to reel. This time he actually heard them

spoken. The voice commanded minded attention with a deeper timbre and crisper diction than his own..Yet the coin was as real as dead Naomi broken on the stony ridge at

the foot of the fire tower..She was sopping, shivering. Water streamed from her soaked hair, down her face, as she wiped at her beaded eyelashes with one dripping

hand..When she complimented him on being such a good little soldier, abiding his cold with no complaint, he shrugged. Without looking up from the coloring book, he said,

"It's just here."."If they always go there, smoosh--smoosh, then you're going to wind up with one really fat finger." *.As woe begone a widower as anyone could expect,

Junior spent every night home alone. By Sunday, he'd slept without companionship eight nights since being discharged from the hospital..The diminutive mortician spoke a

few comforting words instead of commenting on the dental history of the deceased, and when he put a consoling hand on Jacob's shoulder, Jacob cringed from his touch.
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