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right, to Apartment 1, where he'd seen the lights come on behind the curtained windows..Thursday evening, his third in the hotel, he returned to the lounge for cocktails and
another steak. The same tuxedoed pianist provided the entertainment..The previous April, the lads from Liverpool had claimed all five of the top five. Real Americans, like
the Beach Boys and the Four Seasons, were forced to settle for lower numbers. It made you wonder who had really won the Revolutionary War..To Perri's bed, a journey of
only a few steps, but farther than unwanted Rome. The carpet seeming to pull at his feet, to suck like mud under his shoes. The air as thick as liquid in his resistant to his
progress..Junior got in the car once more, slammed the door, and said, "Panfaced, double-chinned, half-bald, puke-collecting creep.".Matching her fierce attention with a
sudden intensity of his own, Joey said, "Bartholomew.".He kept the house, for it was a shrine to his life with Perri. He returned to it from time to time, to refresh his spirit..He
shook so badly that he couldn't remove the cap from the bottle. He was proud to be more sensitive than most people, to be so full of feeling, but sometimes sensitivity was a
curse..Maria Elena Gonzalez-no longer a seamstress in a dry-cleaners, but proprietor of Elena's Fashions, a small dress shop one block off the town square-joined Agnes,
Barty, Edom, and Jacob on Christmas.Sometimes, while shaving or combing his hair, as he was looking in the bathroom or foyer mirror, Junior thought that he glimpsed a
presence, dark and vaporous, less substantial than smoke, standing or moving behind him. At other times, this entity seemed to be within the mirror. He couldn't focus on it,
study it, because the moment he became aware of the presence, it was gone..But when the lore-books of a wizard came into a warlord's hands he was likely to treat them
with caution, locking them away to keep them harmless or giving them to a wizard in his hire to do with as he wished. In the margins of the spells and word lists and in the
endpapers of these books of lore a wizard or his prentice might record a plague, a famine, a raid, a change of masters, along with the spells worked in such events and their
success or unsuccess. Such random records reveal a clear moment here and there, though all between those moments is darkness. They are like glimpses of a lighted ship
far out at sea, in darkness, in the rain..Yet his heart slammed hard and heavy against his confining ribs, and fear stippled the nape of his neck.."No," Agnes said, shaking
loose the grip of irrational fear. "Wait. This is absurd. It's just a card. And we're all curious.".The boy fell and rolled even as he pitched the can, anticipating the shots that
Cain fired, which cracked into the doorframe inches from Tom's knees..For a moment, none of them spoke. The silence was as flawless as the preternatural hush reputed to
precede the biggest quakes..Reminding himself that nature was merely a dumb machine, utterly devoid of mystery, and that the unknown would always prove familiar if you
dared to lift its veil, Junior discovered he could move. Each of his feet seemed to weigh as much as one of Wroth Griskin's cast bronzes, but he crossed the sidewalk an
went into Galerie Coquin..His happy expectation thickened into dread when he spotted the ambulance at the curb. And in the driveway stood the Buick that belonged to
Joshua Nunn, their family doctor..This morning, only his love for his sister, Agnes, gave him the courage to drive and to become the pie man..The telephone rang, putting an
end to their chat, but Agnes would remember the substance of it later that year, on the day before Christmas, when Barty took a walk in the rain and changed forever
his.For forty-eight hours, he pumped himself full of prescription antihistamines, immersed himself in bathtubs brimming with numbingly cold water, and lathered himself with
soothing lotions. In misery, gripped by self-pity, he dared not think about the 9-mm pistol that he had stolen from Frieda Bliss..Likewise, she wasn't prepared to deal with a
monster like the father, if one day he came for Angel. And he would come. She knew. In these events as in all things, Celestina White glimpsed a pattern, complex and
mysterious, and to the eye of an artist, the symmetry of the design required that one day the father would come. She wasn't prepared to deal with the creep now, but by the
time that he arrived, she would be ready for him..The candlestick was dry. Holding this pewter bludgeon with a paper towel, Junior replaced it on the table as he had found
it. He picked up the candle from the floor and married it to the stick..Junior's fear gave way to an appreciation for the irony in this situation. Gradually, he regained the ability
to smile, tossed the coin in the air, caught it, and dropped it in his pocket..rearview mirror was not hung with one of those tacky decorative deodorizers. The seats, regularly
treated with leather soap, were softer and more supple than they had been when the car had shipped out of.unwittingly oversell any strong reaction, striking a false note and
raising suspicions..Her life was so blessed that she could have dealt with a horde of locusts, let alone a few mosquitoes..Though she was only a week past her third
birthday, Angel always selected her own clothes and carefully dressed herself. Usually she preferred monochromatic outfits, sometimes with a single accent color
expressed only in a belt or a hat, or a scarf. When she mixed several colors, the initial impression that she gave was of chromatic chaos-but on second look, you began to
see that these unlikely combinations were more harmonious than they had first seemed..In spite of his dumpy appearance-and especially in the dark, where appearances
didn't count-Vanadium had the aura of a mystic. Although Junior didn't believe in mystics or in the various unearthly powers they claimed to possess, he knew that mystics
who believed in themselves were exceptionally dangerous people..The water shut off, and Junior heard the ratcheting noise of a paper-towel dispenser..Even above the
piston-knock of her heart and the bellows-wheeze of her breath, Celestina heard wood crack, a small pane of glass explode, and metal torque with a squeal. The creep was
going to get away..The cemetery had been mown for the holiday. The scent of fresh cut grass grew more intense the longer Agnes met her son's radiant green-blue gaze,
until the fragrance became exquisitely sweet..So smoothly did the waiter move, that three martinis on a corklined mahogany tray seemed to float across the room in front of
him and then hover beside their table while he served the cocktails to the lady first, the guest second, and the host third..Looking down at Barty, Agnes saw the ghost of
Joey in the baby's face, and although she half believed that her husband would be alive now if he had never tempted fate by putting such a high price on his fife, she
couldn't find any anger in her heart for him. She must accept this final generosity with grace-if also without enthusiasm..Maria's hand tamed, the card turned, and another
knave of spades revoIved into view, snapped against the table..In the crisis, the rack holding her oxygen bottle had been rolled to the bed. The breathing mask lay on the
pillow beside her..Beseechingly, with no intention of intimacy, he took Celestina's hands in his. "For years, as an obstetrician, I brought life into the world, but I didn't know
what life was, didn't grasp the meaning of it, that it even had meaning. Before Rowena, Harry, and Danny went down in that airplane, I was already ... empty. After losing
them, I was worse than empty. Celestina, I was dead inside. Phimie gave me hope. I can't repay her, but I can do something for her daughter and for you, if you'll let
me."."Stop it, stop it! " Agnes, only ten years old, slender and shaking, but wild with righteousness, until now held in thrall by her own fear, by the memory of all the beatings
that she herself has taken. She screams at their father and strikes him with a book she's brought from the house. The Bible. She strikes their father with the Bible, from
which he's read to them every night of their lives. He drops the roses, tears the holy book out of Agnes's hands, and pitches it across the yard. He rakes up a handful of the
scattered roses, intending to make his son resume this dinner of sin, but here comes Agnes once more, the Bible recovered, brandishing it at him, and now she says what
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all of them know to be true but what none of them has ever dared say, what even Agnes herself will never again dare to say after this day, not while the old man lives, but
she dares to say it now, holding the Bible toward him, so he can see the gold-embossed cross upon the imitation-leather cover. "Murderer," Agnes says. "Murderer " And
Edom knows that they're all as good as dead now, that their father will slaughter them right here, right this minute, in his rage. "Murderer," she says accusingly, behind the
shield of the Bible, and she doesn't mean that he is killing Edom, but that he killed their mother, that they heard him in the night, three years before, heard the short but
awful struggle, and know that what happened was no accident. Roses fall from his skinned and pierced hands, a flurry of petals yellow and petals red. He rises and takes a
step toward Agnes, his dripping fists crimson with his blood and with Edom's. Agnes doesn't back away, but thrusts the book toward him, and scintillant sunlight caresses
the cross. Instead of tearing the book out of her hands again, their father stalks away, into the house, surely to return with club or cleaver ... yet they will see no more of him
this day. Then Agnes-with tweezers for the thorns, with a basin full of warm water and a washcloth, with iodine and Neosporin and bandages-kneels beside him in the yard.
Jacob, too, comes forth from the dark crawlspace under the porch, having watched in terror from behind the latticework skirt. He is shaking, crying, flushed with
embarrassment because he didn't intervene, although he was wise to hide, for the disciplinary beating of one twin usually leads to the pointless beating of the other. Agnes
gradually settles Jacob by involving him in the treatment of his brother's wounds, and to Edom she says, often thereafter, "I love your roses, Edom. I love your roses. God
loves your roses, Edom." Overhead, agitated wings quiet to a soft flutter, and the shrieking crows grow silent. The air pools as still and heavy as the water in a hidden
lagoon within a secret glade, in the perfect garden of the unfallen....."Chateau Le Bucks, 1886. We can have a bottle of that or you could buy a new car, and personally I
believe thirst comes before transportation."."Of all the things I might be meant to do with my life," he told Agnes, "I believe nothing will matter more than the small part I've
had in bringing together these two children.".If the directory proved to be of no help, Junior would proceed next to the registry office at the county courthouse, to review the
records of births going back to the turn of the century if necessary. Bartholomew, of course, might not have been born in the county, might have moved here as a child or an
adult. If he owned property, he'd show up on the register of deeds. Whether a landowner or not, if he did his civic duty every two years, he would appear on the voter
rolls..In the afternoon, Dr. Schurr came to the hospital to review test results and to reexamine Barty. When the early-winter twilight gave way to night, he sent them back to
Dr. Chan, and Agnes didn't press Schurr for an opinion. All day she'd been impatient for a diagnosis, but suddenly she was loath to have the facts put before her..Instinct,
even reason, told him that some connection existed between this person, this Bartholomew, and Celestina. The name had terrified Cain in a bad dream, the very night of
the day that he'd killed Naomi, and Vanadium therefore had incorporated it into his psychological-warfare strategy without knowing its significance to his suspect. As
strongly as he sensed the connection, he couldn't find the link. He lacked some crucial bit of information..Agnes was only thirty-nine years old, full of plans and vigor, so
Angel's words seemed premature. Yet in too few years, she would have reason to wonder if perhaps these gifted children foresaw, unconsciously, that she would need the
comfort of having witnessed this climb..Agnes had struggled recently to find a way to explain to Barty that his uncles had lost their hope, to convey also what it meant to live
without hope-and somehow to tell the boy all this without burdening him, at such a young age, with the details of what his monstrous grandfather, Agnes's father, had done
to her and to her brothers. The task was beyond her abilities. The fact that Barty was a prodigy six times over didn't make his mother's work easier, because in order to
understand her, he would require experience and emotional maturity, not just intellect..By this time, Vinton had finished, commercials had run, and the number-two song
had started: "Come See About Me," by the Supremes..Licky took him down into the mines to show him the gangues, the kinds of earth the ore was likely to occur in. A few
miners were working at the end of a long level..Occasionally, when Junior returned home from a day of gallery hopping or an evening at a restaurant, Industrial Woman-the
artist's title-scared away his mellow mood. More than once, he'd cried out in alarm before realizing this was just his prized Poriferan..As he was wheeled headfirst into the
operating room, Barty raised off the gurney pillow. He fixed his gaze on his mother until the door swung shut between them..If there had been footsteps, they had fallen
silent the moment Junior froze to listen for them. Even over the hard drumming of his heart, he would have heard any noise. The pillowy fog seemed to smother sound in
the alleyway more effectively than ever..Junior had made a mistake when he smashed the pewter stick into Vanadium's face after the cop was already unconscious. He
should have bound the bastard and attempted to revive him for interrogation..As red as Angel had been for her evening outing, she was that yellow for retirement to bed in
her own home. Two-piece yellow jersey pajamas. Yellow socks. At the girl's request, Celestina had tied a soft yellow bow in her mass of springy hair.
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